BJC Grading System

Achievement in Judo is recognized by awarding different colour belts. Within the British Judo Council, the six possible student grades are called kyu grades. The order of belt colour is white, yellow, orange, green, blue, brown. Black belt, or expert, grades are called dan grades. 
Children aged 10 to 15 years of age follow a colour system similar to adult student grades, starting with white belt and going up to green belt. Again up to three colour tabs can be worn to demonstrate different levels of experience within each grade, with blue, brown and black tabs denoting different levels of experience at 3rd kyu (green belt) level.
Children under 10 years of age wear a white belt, with different grades denoted by wearing up to three coloured tabs, starting with one red tab and ending with 3 brown tabs. 
Grading System (going from lowest to highest grades)

	Primary System (under10s) – tab colours (on white belt)

	Red tabs
	Orange tabs
	Green tabs
	Blue Tabs
	Brown Tabs

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Junior System (10-15 year olds) – belt  and tab colours

	White 

(6th kyu)
	Yellow 

(5th kyu)
	Orange

(4th kyu)
	Green

(3rd kyu)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Senior System (age: 16+)

	Kyu (Student) Grades

	White

(6th kyu)

Rokyu
	Yellow

(5th kyu)

Gokyu
	Orange (4th kyu)

Yonkyu
	Green

(3rd kyu)

Sankyu
	Blue

(2nd kyu)

Nikyu
	Brown

(1st kyu)

Ikkyu

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dan (Expert) Grades

	English
	Japanese
	Belt colour

	1st dan
	Shodan
	Black
	

	2nd dan
	Nidan
	Black
	

	3rd dan
	Sandan
	Black
	

	4th dan
	Yodan
	Black
	

	5th dan
	Godan
	Black
	

	6th dan
	Rokudan
	Red/White
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7th dan
	Shichidan
	Red/White
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8th dan
	Hachidan
	Red/White
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9th dan
	Kudan
	Red
	

	10th dan
	Judan
	Red
	


